
S isters and friends, 

 Time seems to fly by 
faster and faster each year!  It’s 
already been two years since 
we were together in Spring-
field for the last National Con-
vention.  Everything seems to 
be going by quickly these days.  
The actives don’t even take the 
time to say “National Conven-
tion” anymore...it’s now 
*NatCon*, which I think 
makes it sound even more 
exciting, like ComicCon.  
Whether time really is passing 
faster or not, it’s time to start 
making those travel arrange-
ments to get yourself to Lex-
ington next month! 

        This has been a very pro-
ductive biennium for the Asso-
ciation and the Executive 
Council is excited to get to 
Lexington to talk with our 
members in person.  We want 
to review our accomplish-
ments this biennium, have a 
great time reconnecting with 
old friends while making new 
ones, and get your input for 
our next two years of growth.  
Based on the feedback we 
heard from members who 
joined us in 2013, we are plan-
ning a full week of activities, 
including alumni-oriented 
workshops, committee meet-
ings to gain your feedback, 
and many social activities.  For 

many of us who continue to 
attend National Convention 
every two years, this is our 
vacation, and the E.C. is com-
mitted to making it a fun and 
productive occasion for all.   

        As always, National Con-
vention will have all of the 
usual exciting events, includ-
ing the National Intercolle-
giate Band Concert, featuring 
the new commissioned piece 
by Julie Giroux, who some  
will remember from the 1999 
National Convention in St. 
Louis.  The national organiza-
tions have invited several 
amazing musical performers, 
and of course, we all can’t wait 
for our favorite convention 
standards: the banquet, the 
elections, and the singing. 

        Speaking of elections, it’s 
time for TBSAA members to 
start getting to know the can-
didates for the three positions 
open for election to the Execu-
tive Council.   At the back of 
this issue, you can read their 
letters of intent and get to 
meet them.  Their full applica-
tion materials can be found on 
the national convention web-
site.  There will be an online 
meet-the-candidates webcast 
during the week prior to con-
vention.  Elections will be 
open online, so those of you 
not in Lexington can cast your 

vote.  The elections will close 
on July 31st, so the the out-
going and incoming Executive 
Council members can have 
productive transition meetings 
while in Lexington.   

        Remember, you must be 
a dues-paid active member of 
the TBSAA in order to vote, 
so if you haven’t renewed, do 
so today! 

All Roads Lead to Lexington for NatCon 2015! 

Official Publication of the Tau Beta Sigma Alumni AssociationOfficial Publication of the Tau Beta Sigma Alumni AssociationOfficial Publication of the Tau Beta Sigma Alumni Association   

         The      The      The      hapsodyhapsodyhapsody   

Chris Foster, Communication Chair 

Tau Beta Sigma Alumni Association 
Est. 2007 

 

The RHAPSODY is a publication of the 

TBSAA, a non-profit organization. 

 

TBSAA EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Amanda Dickson ..................... Chairperson 

Justin Brady .......... Vice Chair/Membership 

Chris Foster .......... Communications/Editor 

Tamara Henry .................... Special Projects 

Vacant ............................................. Finance 

Vacant .............................................. Service 

 

Steve Nelson ... National Executive Director 

Di Spiva ....... Nat’l Office Mgr & Accountant 

Aaron Moore .. National Alumni Coordinator 

R. Bratcher, D. Morris, Y. Daye .... NHQ Staff 

 

Submissions to The RHAPSODY can be 

made at any time to tbsaa@tbsigma.org. 

Inside this issue: 

Our first 5K Race Success 2 

Merchandise! 3 

All About Lexington 4 

Membership Information 5 

TBSAA Elections 2015-2019 6 

Executive Council Candidates 7-12 

   RRR   Summer 2015Summer 2015Summer 2015   



O n Sunday, May 3rd, the TBSAA 
sponsored our first For Greater 

Bands 5K race and 1K walk.  It was a beau-
tiful, crisp Maryland morning at the aptly-
named Symphony Woods in Columbia, 
Maryland.  The course took the runners 
along city streets, paved hiking paths, and 
even off-road into a beautiful stretch of 
parkland.   
        The event was spearheaded by TBSAA 
Executive Council member Tamara Henry 
and a dedicated group of volunteers who-
helped the event run smoothly.  The pro-
ceeds from the event have gone to local K-

12 instrumental music programs.  Runners 
were able to designate a particular school to 
be the recipient of the race fee. 
        At the National Convention in Lex-
ington, the TBSAA will discuss the 5K pro-
gram and work to create a prototype manu-
al so local and district TBSAA affiliates can 
follow this model to raise money for local 
music programs in their area. 
    I know I had a great time visiting the east 
coast and seeing many NED friends while 
attending this event. I know it will be the 
first of many in the years to come.  Con-
gratulation to all involved! 

For Greater Bands 5K—In the Record Books  by Chris Foster  

Running for MusicRunning for Music  
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TBSAA Chair Amanda Dickson 

cheers on the winner! 

Runners pass the entrance to the 

perfectly named Symphony Woods 

After the last runner finished, the 

remaining group posed for  the camera! 

Thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers!  

We couldn’t have done it without you! 

The enthusiasm for supporting 

music was contagious! 

It was an absolutely beautiful morning! 



p latinum anniversaries are very spe-
cial occasions, whether for a lifelong 

marriage, a special birthday, a veteran 
reunion, or a time to celebrate 70 years 
of an amazing organization of music, 
Sisterhood, and service. 
        As the representative organization 
for thousands of amazing Tau Beta Sig-
ma alumni, the TBSAA wants to kick off 
the celebrations early!  So that you can 
show your Platinum Jubilee pride all 

year in 2016, the TBSAA is selling lim-
ited edition Platinum Jubilee (1946-
2016) commemorative pins. 
        The commemorative Platinum Jubi-
lee pins will be exclusively available at 
National Convention 2015 and are lim-
ited to a run of only 200 units, so they 
will be a hot ticket item!  Members of 
the Executive Council will be selling the 
pins for a donation of $20.   
     Happy Birthday, Tau Beta Sigma! 
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 Tau Beta Sigma turns 70 next year...will you be ready?  

Show your TBS pride at the card table... 

O ne of the many great aspects of 
being in Tau Beta Sigma, both as 

an alumni and as an active, is the fun 
times shared. You would be hard-pressed 
to find Sisters who don’t have fond 
memories of playing Spades, Hearts, 
Bridge, BS, War, and other fun games, 
not to mention building houses of cards.  
You can get your own commemorative 

deck of Tau Beta Sigma Coat-of-Arms 
playing cards from the TBSAA today, by 
sending in the order form from the 
TBSAA website, www.tbsalumni.org.  
Look under the Programs tab for the 
Merchandise page.  
        You can also purchase the playing 
cards in person at National Convention 
in Lexington!  The cost is $10 per deck. 

Donating to the Tau Beta Sigma Trust All Year Long 

A s Tau Beta Sigma continues to 
grow into our 70th year and be-

yond, many Sisters ask how else they can 
contribute to the Sorority.  Many have 
already become Life Members and regu-
larly pay dues to participate in the 
TBSAA.  What’s next, many have asked?  
How can they do even more to support 
Tau Beta Sigma programs and the future 
of the trust fund?  The Tau Beta Sigma 
Board of Trustees has set up a monthly 
giving program to do just that. 
        Started in 2014, the 1946 club is a 
new initiative created by the Board to 

allow those sisters wanting to do more to 
be able to donate to the Sorority on a 
monthly basis.  Donations to the trust 
support our national programs like the 
NIB, commissioning program, women-
in-music speaker series, and more.  
        The 1946 club consists of members 
of the Sorority make a recurring dona-
tions of $19.46 each month.  In return, 
members receive a window sticker, a pen, 
and other special benefits throughout 
the year.  To join the 1946 Club, or 
make any one-time, tax-deductible dona-
tion to the Sorority, visit the website 
www.tbsigma.org/contribute.html 



On the Road Again...On the Road Again...On the Road Again...   

T he deadline to register for National Con-
vention 2015 is quickly approaching!  Be 

sure that you have renewed your TBSAA mem-
bership for 2015-16 and get yourself to Lexing-
ton for what is shaping up to be one of the best 
alumni conventions yet!  To register and get 
full details, point your browser ro: 

natcon.kkytbsonline.com 

        The beautiful Kentucky countryside will 
play host to a week of fun events and produc-
tive meetings.  The Executive Council had 
worked hand-in-hand with the National Coun-
cil to craft a convention schedule that allows 
alumni members to have their own event sched-
ule that seamlessly intertwines with the active 
members’ activities so that we get the best of 
both worlds.  As we approach the date of con-
vention, TBS alumni attending the convention 
will receive more details about our alumni pro-
gramming, but for now, here is a brief look at 
what you can expect at NatCon 2015: 

Workshops: The TBSAA will be presenting 
workships (some jointly with KKPsiAA) on the 
following topics: Serving in your Community, 
Finances: Things I Wish I Knew at a Younger 
Age, Networking, and How to be an Alumni.  
There will also be two roundtable discussions: a 
Women-in-Music panel and a networking 
round table.    

Tuesday: Opening joint and opening separate 
sessions, the National Intercollegiate Band 

Concert, conducted by Tennessee Tech’s Jo-
seph Hermann and featuring the world premi-
ere of  “Blood and Stone–Pyramids of Giza” 
by Julie Giroux, recipient of the 1999 Tau Beta 
Sigma OSMA.  Follwing the NIB reception, the 
TBSAA will host an informal welcome hangout 
for our members. 

Wednesday: TBSAA will open its general busi-
ness session, including an introduction of the 
candidates for the EC, the marketplace opens, 
workshops, committee meetings, a masterclass 
by the Boston Brass, reading band and auxiliary 
clinic, concert by the Boston Brass, followed by 
a TBSAA shindig at a local bar & grill. 

Thursday: A final chance for Q&A with the EC 
candidates, the Women-in-Music speaker, our 
traditional free day afternoon with an evening 
activity hosted by TBSAA and KKPsiAA. 

Friday: Voting closes in the online EC election 
at midnight, workshops and committee meet-
ings, the convention group photo, the Lexing-
ton Brass Band concert, TBS Ritual, and an 
alumni game night hosted by TBSAA. 

Saturday: Final TBSAA general meeting, includ-
ing announcement of new EC members, last 
set of workshops, TBS national officer elec-
tions, banquet, fight song competition, and 
dance party. 

        It’s going to be a great week of fun events 
and fellowship.  Be on the lookout for more 
information as the event drawn closer.  We 
can’t wait to see you in Lexington! 

NatCon 2015—A Week not to be Missed! by Chris Foster 
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Thank you to the Howard University “Showtime” Marching Band for their tribute 

to TBS during their performance at the Honda Battle of the Bands in Atlanta! 

The Lexington Opera House 

will play host to the NIB. 

The Hyatt Regency (left) and the Lexington Convention Center (right) will play 

host to the 2015 Kappa Kappa Psi/Tau Beta Sigma National Convention. 



“I am a Life Member, why do I need to con-
tinue my membership in the TBS alumni 
association?”  

 

That is one of the most asked 
questions I receive as Member-
ship Chair of the TBSAA. Upon 
graduation, we encourage all 
alumni of Tau Beta Sigma to be-
come a Life Member. This is an 
important way to show your sup-
port for the Sorority and guaran-
tees you certain privileges of 
membership for life. For many 
alumni, this donation is as far as they want to take their 
alumni engagement. For those sisters wanting to be en-
gaged in a more active way through local & district affili-
ates, that is where the Alumni Association comes in.  

     We have a chart to show how your Alumni Association 
membership builds upon your Life Membership. We hope 
you will renew your membership as we continue to incor-
porate new ways for you to stay actively involved as an 
Alumni in  your local affiliate. Remember to renew your 
TBSAA membership today!  

The article was originally published in the Spring 2014 edition of The Rhapsody. 

Midwest DistrictMidwest DistrictMidwest District   

Nic Rorrer 
nrorrer@gmail.com 

 

 

Southwest District 

Katie Rixon 
kdukes88@gmail.com 

 

 

Western DistrictWestern DistrictWestern District   

Jake Thompson 

jakethomp11@tbsigma.org 

Life Membership and Beyond in the TBSAA by Justin Brady 

Connect with your District’s TBSAA Affiliate 

Membership UpdatesMembership Updates   
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Justin Brady, TBSAA Vice Chair 

North Central DistrictNorth Central DistrictNorth Central District   

Jenny Hirt 
ncdaa@tbsigma.org 

 

 

Northeast DistrictNortheast DistrictNortheast District   

Sarah Fitzgerald 
nedaapresident@gmail.com 

 

 
Southeast DistrictSoutheast DistrictSoutheast District   

Chris Meserve 
chrismeserve@gmail.com 
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http://natcon.kkytbsonline.com/tbshttp://natcon.kkytbsonline.com/tbshttp://natcon.kkytbsonline.com/tbs---candidates/candidates/candidates/   

E very two years, three positions on the TBSAA Executive Council 
are elected by the active members of the Association.  This year, 

we are fortunate to have six outstanding candidates for our members 
to choose from!  Over the next six pages, take a moment to read their 
letters of intent and start to get to know them.  Feel free to email them 
and ask them about their ideas.  To see all of their application materi-
als, including résumés and letters of recommendation, visit the website 
above on the natcon.kkytbsonline.com site.  Elections will be online 
from July 24th through July 31st.  Full details about the election sched-
ule and process, including an online meet-the-candidates forum, will 
be emailed to dues-paid TBSAA members at the beginning of July!   
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Kristen CollinsKristen CollinsKristen Collins   
Eta Sigma, Fall 2008 

Towson University (BS ‘12) 

kristen@tbsigma.org 
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Amanda DicksonAmanda DicksonAmanda Dickson   
Beta Zeta/Gamma Nu, Fall 1996 
University of Texas at Arlington (BM ‘09) 
Texas Tech University (MM ‘11) 
amandad@tbsigma.org 
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Holli HartmanHolli HartmanHolli Hartman   
Zeta Delta, Fall 1989 

University of Kansas (BGS ‘96, BS ‘14) 
George Washington University (MA ‘06) 

hollihartman@gmail.com 
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René MarkRené MarkRené Mark   
Beta Xi, Spring 2008 

University of Florida (BS ‘12) 

renemark@tbsigma.org 
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Katie Dukes RixonKatie Dukes RixonKatie Dukes Rixon   
Theta Theta, Fall 2006 

Henderson State University (BS ‘11) 

kdukes88@gmail.com 
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LaShika Renee WilliamsLaShika Renee WilliamsLaShika Renee Williams   
Epsilon Lambda, Spring 2003 

North Carolina Central University (BS ‘07) 

lreneewilliams3@gmail.com 


